
attended ones at China Nano.

V a r i o u s  f a c t o r s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  r i s e  i n  a i r f a r e  

c o s t s ,  l a c k  o f  c o n v e n i e n t  d i r e c t  f l i g h t s  a n d  

lengthier visa procedures also meant that the 

number of participants from the United States 

has unfortunately decreased since 2019. How -

ever, there was a large contingent of Chinese 

researchers, including high-calibre, established 

p r o f e s s o r s  w h o ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  c o m p l i c i t  w i t h  

travel restrictions during the pandemic, have 

decided to move from North America back to 

their homeland. The science funding landscape 

in China offers attractive career opportunities 

and has been successful in bringing back tal -

ents educated abroad, including several ‘Highly 

Cited Researchers’ (the Clarivate metrics to 

measure excellence in research output).

I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s i n g  t o  s e e  t h a t  n a n o s c i -

e n c e  a n d  n a n o t e c h n o l o g y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p e -

c i f i c  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  

a s  k e y  r e s e a r c h  f i e l d s .  M o r e  a n d  m o r e ,  i n t e r -

d i s c i p l i n a r i t y  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  u n i q u e ,  

d e t e r m i n i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  a  w a y  o f  c o n d u c t -

i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  r e v e r b e r a t e s  t o  

l a r g e r  s c a l e s ,  a n d ,  w e  w o u l d  a r g u e ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  

a p p r o a c h  t h a t  i s  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t a c k l e  g r a n d  

s o c i e t a l  c h a l l e n g e s .  C h i n a ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

n a n o s c i e n c e  i s  p r o b a b l y  b e s t  e x e m p l i f i e d  b y  

t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  N a n o -

s c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  ( N C N T ) .  T h e  C e n t e r  

w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  a l r e a d y  i n  2 0 0 3 ,  a l s o  t h a n k s  

t o  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  f i g u r e  o f  C h u n l i  B a i ,  n o w  

H o n o r a r y  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A c a d e m i c  D i v i -

s i o n  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e .  B a i  

p i o n e e r e d  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s c a n n i n g  t u n n e l l i n g  

m i c r o s c o p y  a n d  s i n g l e - m o l e c u l e  d e t e c t i o n  

a n d  h a s  b e e n  b e h i n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  n a n o s c i -

e n c e  i n i t i a t i v e s  l a u n c h e d  b y  t h e  C h i n e s e  G o v -

e r n m e n t  s i n c e  t h e n .  T h e  c u r r e n t  D i r e c t o r  

G e n e r a l  o f  N C N T ,  Y u l i a n g  Z h a o ,  c o - c h a i r e d  

C h i n a  N a n o  w i t h  B a i .

A s  n a n o s c i e n c e  a n d  n a n o t e c h n o l o g y  i s  

more and more pivoting towards applications 

g l o b a l l y ,  Z h a o  i s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g i n g  e f f o r t s  i n  

technological innovations. Despite the many 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  n a n o m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  

d e a t h  b e t w e e n  a c a d e m i a  a n d  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  

remains a tough nut to crack for nanoscience 

i n  s e v e r a l  s e c t o r s .  A n y  c o m m e r c i a l  s u c c e s s  s t o r y ,  t h o u g h ,  i s  b o u n d  t o  d r i v e  t o p - d o w n  

investments that will fuel the field, creating a virtuous loop. China will witness remarkable progress in this sense.

T h e  n a n o s c i e n c e  a n d  n a n o t e c h n o l o g y  

l a n d s c a p e ,  b o t h  f u n d a m e n t a l  a n d  a p p l i e d ,  

i n  C h i n a  i s  c e r t a i n l y  e x c i t i n g .  A n  u p s h o t  

o f  t h i s  s t r o n g  c o m m i t m e n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

a l s o  n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  n a m e l y  S o u t h  

K o r e a  a n d  J a p a n ,  a r e  a l s o  i n v e s t i n g  q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  n a n o s c i e n c e  a n d  n a n o t e c h

-

n o l o g y .  I t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  b u t  s o c i e t a l  g r a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  c a n  o n l y  b e  s o l v e d  b y  f o s -t e r i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  g l o b a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  A  r a c e  a t  t h e  t o p  a m o n g  c o u n t r i e s  t o  i n v e s t  m o n e y  i n  r e s e a r c h  a n d  b r i n g  i n v e s t m e n t  t o  f r u i t i o n  f o r  s o c i e t y  i s  w e l c o m e ,  b u t  e q u a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t  i s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  n e e d  t o  e x c h a n g e  i d e a s  g l o b a l l y  t o  f l o u r

-

i s h .  C h i n a  N a n o  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  n a n o s c i e n c e  

a n d  n a n o t e c h n o l o g y  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
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